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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 : 
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF : 
AQUA NEW JERSEY, INC. FOR :   PETITION 
APPROVAL OF A MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO : 
PROVIDE WATER SERVICE TO THE LAKE : 
TAMARACK PORTION OF THE TOWNSHIP :  BPU DOCKET NO. WF2602____ 
OF HARDYSTON AND RELATED APPROVALS : 
_____________________________________________: 
 
 
TO THE HONORABLE COMMISSIONERS OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES: 

 Petitioner, Aqua New Jersey, Inc., a public utility corporation of the State of New 

Jersey, having its principal office at 10 Black Forest Road, Hamilton, New Jersey 08691 

(hereinafter referred to as “the Company” or "Aqua-NJ"), respectfully submits this petition 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and shows that: 

  1. Pursuant to an Assets Purchase Agreement dated January 6, 2026, attached 

as Exhibit A, the Company has agreed to acquire the privately owned and operated water system 

assets of the Lake Tamarack Water Corporation (“Lake Tamarack” or “Seller”) which are 

presently used to serve a portion of the Township of Hardyston, County of Sussex (the “Township” 

or “Hardyston”), known as the Lake Tamarack Association.  Seller is owned by the Lake Tamarack 

Association.  The Lake Tamarack water system presently provides service to approximately 254 

residential customers located in the Lake Tamarack portion of Hardyston.  In addition, the Lake 

Tamarack water system includes five (5) hydrants that are used for operational purposes and to 

draw water from Lake Tamarack in the event of a fire.  The Lake Tamarack service area is directly 

adjacent to Aqua’s existing Summit Lake service area.  Lake Tamarack is not a public utility and 

is not regulated by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”). 
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  2. In conjunction with the sale of the water system, the Township has enacted 

an ordinance (Ordinance 2025-11) which grants to the Company a franchise to provide water 

service to the Lake Tamarack portion of Hardyston.  The ordinance was introduced on October 29, 

2025, and adopted on December 10, 2025.  A copy of the ordinance is attached as Exhibit B.1  

Under the terms of the municipal consent, the Company is authorized to construct, maintain, 

manage and operate a water works in the Lake Tamarack portion of the Township for the purpose 

of providing water service to Lake Tamarack portion of the Township.  Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-

14, Aqua seeks the Board’s approval of the Township’s municipal consent by no later than June 

30, 2026.  Aqua acknowledges the accelerated nature of this timing request but notes that this 

timing will put Aqua in a better position to accomplish various needed system improvements 

during the remainder of the construction season. 

  3. As noted above, Aqua-NJ has agreed to acquire the Lake Tamarack water 

system assets.  Although Board approval of the asset acquisition does not appear to be required, a 

copy of the water system Assets Purchase Agreement is attached as Exhibit A.  As described more 

fully therein, Aqua-NJ has agreed to pay the Seller $113,000 to purchase the water system assets.  

Seller has indicated that the proceeds of the sale transaction will be used to discharge any 

outstanding debts, as well as the costs of this transaction.  Any remaining funds would go to 

Seller’s owner, the Lake Tamarack Association. 

  4. Aqua-NJ is not seeking Board approval at this time of the recovery of the 

costs of this transaction or of any possible acquisition adjustment.  Rather, Aqua-NJ will address 

those matters in its next base rate proceeding.  Upon closing of the assets purchase, Seller intends 

to abandon service to the Lake Tamarack portion of Hardyston, and seeks Board approval pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 48:2-24, to the extent deemed necessary, of this action. 

 
1  Please note that the Ordinance references a separate Franchise Agreement.  Aqua-NJ will present a draft Franchise 
Agreement to the Township for the Township’s consideration and will supplement this filing accordingly.   
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 5. Presently, Lake Tamarack customers receive service on an unmetered basis 

and pay a flat annual rate of $560.  Fees for water service are paid in equal amounts of $280 in 

February and August of each year.  Aqua-NJ intends to install remote-read meters for all customers 

but will maintain the current flat rate until meters are installed.  The Company anticipates it will 

take approximately four to five months to install meters.  Once meters are installed, the Company 

proposes to provide water service to customers located in the Township pursuant to its then-current 

Board-approved General Metered Service rates.  Aqua-NJ notes that Lake Tamarack is not a public 

utility and its rates have not been the subject of review by the Board or other regulatory bodies.  

By transitioning Lake Tamarack customers to Aqua-NJ’s then current Board-approved rates, the 

Board can assure itself and customers that the rates charged for water service are just and 

reasonable and commensurate with the level of service provided to customers.  Aqua-NJ does not 

propose to provide public fire service in the Lake Tamarack service area and has not proposed a 

public fire rate. It is the intention of the Company that the system will be included in, and served 

by, the Company’s Northern Division located in Phillipsburg.   

 6. Approval of Aqua-NJ’s request in this matter is in the public interest.  Aqua-

NJ will be able to bring significant operational, financial, technical and managerial resources to 

bear in serving the customers located in Lake Tamarack.  For example, Aqua-NJ has approximately 

$1.3 million in capital investments planned for the system over the next ten years.2  The upgrading 

and/or addition of these facilities will be a significant benefit to the residents of the Township. 

 7. As noted above, Lake Tamarack is located immediately adjacent to Aqua’s 

existing Summit Lake system.  Aqua-NJ will operate the Lake Tamarack system from its Northern 

Division located in Phillipsburg.  Aqua-NJ employees will monitor the Lake Tamarack system on 

 
2  Aqua-NJ plans to make the following system investments over the next several years (all values are estimates and 
subject to change and further refinement):  meter installations ($197k), corrosion control and pH adjustments 
($425k), valve and standpipe repairs/replacements/maintenance ($110k), SCADA installation ($75k), and PFAS 
treatment ($500k). 
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a regular basis and make regular visits to the system.3  Customer service will be provided by 

Aqua’s existing customer service function and will provide a level of customer service that does 

not currently exist given the size of the Seller.  In addition, emergency assistance will be available 

24/7 and customers will be provided with an emergency contact number to report any service 

emergencies.  This represents a level of service, resources, and responsiveness that are not 

currently available to customers of Lake Tamarack.  These features, coupled with Aqua-NJ’s 

operational, technical and managerial expertise, and ability to make capital investments, 

demonstrate that the approval of the municipal consent is in the public interest and should be 

expeditiously approved by the Board. 

 8. All correspondence regarding this Petition should be addressed to the 

undersigned with copies to the following: 

Natalie Chesko 
Aqua New Jersey, Inc. 
10 Black Forest Road 
Hamilton, NJ  08691 
nchesko@aquawater.com 
 
Lake Tamarack Water Corporation 
Attn: Anne-Marie Wilhelm 
P.O. Box 341 
Stockholm, NJ  07460 
gdislove@yahoo.com 
 
Daniel A. Benkendorf, Esq. 
Askin & Hooker, LLC 
200 Woodport Road, Suite A 
Sparta, NJ  07871 
dan@askinlaw.com 

 
  

 
3  Lake Tamarack previously had one part-time employee who has resigned.  The former employee was not entitled 
to any pension or other benefits.  Currently, Aqua is acting as the Operator in Charge of the system, with assistance 
from a contractor. 

mailto:gdislove@yahoo.com
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 WHEREFORE, Petitioner, Aqua New Jersey, Inc., respectfully requests that the 

Board of Public Utilities: 

1. approve the municipal consent as described herein;  

2. approve the Company’s proposal to use the system’s current fixed rates for charges 

to customers served by the Lake Tamarack water system on an interim basis;  

3. authorize the Company to transition Lake Tamarack system customers to the 

Company’s then current Board-approved General Metered Service rates upon the installation of 

meters;  

4. authorize Seller to abandon utility service following the closing of the asset 

purchase; and  

5. grant such other relief as the Board deems necessary, just and reasonable. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 Saul Ewing LLP 
 Attorneys for Aqua New Jersey, Inc.  
 
 
 
 By:_________________________________ 
       Colleen A. Foley 
 
 
DATED:  February 19, 2026 
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CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE 
 
 
 Colleen A. Foley, an Attorney at Law of the State of New Jersey, hereby certifies 

as follows: 

 1. I am a Partner at the firm of Saul Ewing LLP, attorneys for Petitioner, Aqua 

New Jersey, Inc., and in that capacity I make the within Certification. 

 2. On this date, I caused to be filed by electronic mail the attached Petition and 

exhibits with the Secretary of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. 

 3. On this date, I caused to be served by Federal Express, two (2) copies of the 

attached Petition on the Clerk, Hardyston Township. 

 4. On this date, I caused to be served by Federal Express, two (2) copies of the 

attached Petition on each of the Clerk, Sussex County Board of Chosen Freeholders, and the 

Administrator, Sussex County. 

 5.  On this date, I caused to be served by electronic mail the attached Petition and 

exhibits on each of the Division of Rate Counsel and the Department of Law & Public Safety. 

 I certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true.  I understand that if any 

of the foregoing statements made by me are willfully false, I am subject to punishment. 

 

 Saul Ewing LLP 
 Attorneys for Petitioner 
 Aqua New Jersey, Inc. 
 
 
 
 By:                                                                  
  Colleen A. Foley 
 
 
DATED:  February 19, 2026 
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